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relative clause  A relative clause can be used to give additional information about a noun. They are introduced by a relative pronoun like 'that', 'which', 'who’, ‘where,’ ‘why’, ‘whose’   

E.g., ‘Queen Victoria, who came to the throne in 1837, reigned for an incredible 64 years.’  

expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely  

An expanded noun phrase provides description about the noun. These can be of varying levels. For example, rather than simply writing ‘the tie’, you might put ‘the 

paisley patterned tie with a Windsor knot’  

parenthesis  A parenthesis is a word, phrase, or clause inserted into a sentence as an explanation or afterthought. A parenthesis is usually written between parentheses (i.e., 

round brackets), commas, or dashes.   

E.g. Prince Albert (Queen Victoria’s husband) came from Germany.  

commas to avoid ambiguity  Commas are used to avoid confusion in writing. For example:  

‘Let’s eat Grandma.’  

‘Let’s eat, Grandma.’  

The first sentence suggests that we should eat Grandma! The second makes it clear that the writer is simply telling their grandmother that it is time to eat.  

Inverted commas for speech Inverted commas are punctuation marks that are used in writing to show where speech or a quotation begins and ends. They are usually written or printed as ' ' or “ 

”. 

In this unit of work, you will read 

the texts to answer questions, 

make predictions and discuss 

language choices the author has 

used. You will write your own 

Explanation text to explain how the 

Mayans lived and write a Diary 

entry as a day in the life of a 

Mayan. You will also write your own 

descriptions of settings and 

characters; identify story 

structures to write your own 

fantasy texts.  

 

  

  

Non-Fiction text. Contains maps, paintings, 

artefacts and photographs to show how the 

Mayans lived. 
 


